
 

Top Networking Tips! 
 
 
Starting a conversation 
 
Walking up to someone you don’t know is a lot easier when you have prepared 
a few ‘ice-breakers’ ready to go. You can build on your research done in the 
‘Planning and Preparation’ stage before the event, perhaps using some of the 
news stories you have found as a starting point.  
 

 
• One of the best ways to start a conversation is to begin with a shared experience – the event 

you are attending. Ask about the person’s relationship to the event. For example: 
o Have you been to one of these events before? 
o What did you think of the keynote speaker? 
o How do you like the event so far? 

 
• Another way of beginning a conversation is to open with a general ice-breaker – food, news 

and the venue are all good places to start! 
o “Wow, the food here is great – I just can’t stop eating these muffins!” 
o “Did you see the news about so-and-so today – I can’t believe it, can you?” 
o “What a great venue – have you been here before?” 

 
• Be prepared to have something interesting to contribute to the conversation. If you have 

followed our preparation tips above you will have lots of current events you can talk about. 
Lead into  the conversation with starts such as: 

o What do you think of … ? 
o Have you heard about … ? 
o What’s your opinion of … ? 

 
• Be the first to say hello. This can be scary but is a great way to start talking to someone at an 

event. When introducing yourself, smile and make eye contact with the person, and shake 
their hand when introducing yourself: “Hello, I’m Sarah and I’m on the Adult Nursing degree 
course. Can I chat to you about your experience of … ?” 
 

• Take your time to remember names and use them frequently. If other people join the group, 
play host and introduce people.  

 

 


